T3 Anne Frank living graph


 LIVING GRAPH OF ANNE FRANK   (Teaching History 95, pp. 24-31)

Starting props:

1. a school personal organiser

2. a daughter’s personal diary

3. extracts from Anne Frank’s diary

Open starter questions: 

· Who has a personal organiser/diary? 

· What is it used for?

· Are there any other sorts of diaries?

Quotes of own daughter’s diary:

“I love …… very much. So much I could kiss him every day at school. He is the love of my life at the moment, though I am only10 years old. It may sound a bit stupid coz I am so young but I don’t care…”

Following questions:

· Have any pupils got similar diaries?

· Where/Why/When did they get them?

· How do they feel about their diaries?

· How wopuld they feel if they lost it?

· Or someone else read it?

Look for someone who got it as birthday/Christmas present. Quiz them. Read:

	Sunday, 14 June 1942

I’ll begin from the moment I saw you lying on the table amongst my other birthday presents… a  litle after seven I went to …. the living room to open my presents, and you were the first thing I saw, one of my nicest presents.


Questions on the following extracts: 

· What motives might Anne have had for writing her diary?

· Are their any changes to her lifestyle which may have happened?

	14 June 1942

I hope I will be able to confide everything to you, as I have never been able to confide in anyone, and I hope you will be a great source of comfort and support.




	28 September 1942

So far you truly have been a great source of comfort to me… I can hardly wait for those moments when I’m able to write in you. Oh, I’m so glad I brought you along!


Outline of how the Franks tried to  avoid detection in the Secret Annexe should be known.

Key question for pupils:

Do you think Anne Frank was ever happy whilst shut away in the Secret Annexe for over two years?

The Living Graph
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Work in pairs with the statements: discuss, sort, classify and display the statements, e.g. strings of ‘happy’ and ‘unhappy’ statements. Pupils choose their own sorting.

Hand out the Living Graph and pupils work individually. For each of the diary statements they place a numbered cross on the graph against the twin axes of time and feelings.

Then in groups of four: compare and discuss one another’s graphs. Look for general trends, analyse differences, speculate why  such alternatives might arise.

Whole class feedblack: 

· relate to key question, 

· links between high and low points (13 + 14) 

· inferences offered

· ambivalent statements (5 + 6) fertile scope for different views

· relation with parents (7,10,11)

· Anne’s particular set of values (15, 17, 18, 19)

· Did Anne seem to become more/less happy the longer she was trapped in the Annexe?

· What might be some of the causes that could explain Anne’s state of mind?

Homework: extended writing (key question), sorting statements in fact/opinion; examining the evidence (selectivity of statements chosen); prediction (not in Holland, well known); research task for homework.

	Statements for positioning on the Living Graph



	1
	20.6.42
	Writing a diary is really strange for someone like me.



	2
	21.6.42
	Our clas is trembling….who will move up and who will stay put?



	3
	8.7.42
	Hiding …. But where would we hide?



	4
	11.7.42
	The Annexe is an ideal place to hide in.



	5
	11.7.42
	Last night we listened to England on the wireless…I was so scared.



	6
	11.7.42
	I’m looking forward to the arrival of the van Daans.



	7
	12.7.42
	I don’t fit in…Daddy’s the only one who understands me.



	8
	12.7.42
	I have dreams… but we will have to stay here until the war is over.



	9
	21.9.42
	Mrs van Daan is unbearable.



	10
	5.11.42
	Mother and I are geting along a bit better lately, but we’re never close.



	11
	30.1.43
	I’m seething with rage. I’d like to shake and scream at Mother.



	12
	1.5.43
	If I just think how we live here.. it is paradise compared to other Jews not in hiding.



	13
	11.7.43
	I’m so miserable … I’ve become very short sighted.



	14
	11.7.43
	We always long for our books … reading, learning and the radio are our amusements.



	15
	17.4.44
	Should a girl of fifteen be sitting and kissing aboy of seventeen and a half?



	16
	6.6.44
	The invasion has begun! Will this year bring us victory? It fills us with fresh courage.



	17
	15.7.44
	It’s really a wonder that I haven’t dropped all my ideals.



	18
	15.7.44
	Still believe people are really good at heart.



	19
	15.7.44
	I can feel the suffering of millions… Yet, I think that it will come all right.



	20
	4.8.44
	The Franks are arrested by the SS and Dutch Secret police
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