Utrecht 47 AC – 476 AC
§4.5 The rise of Christianity and the fall of Rome
Work with your neighbour, write in your notebook and speak in English
 
Imagine you would travel back in time and would live for four hundred years in the city of Utrecht. How would your religion and rulers change over time?

	1
	Around 47 AC [The rise of Christianity]

You live near Fort Trajectum (Utrecht) and come from a Germanic family. 
a. What would be your religion? Do you believe in one god or many?

At the Fort, you meet a Roman soldier who has travelled to the south. There he met a Saint who preached a new religion. 
b. What was this religion? 


	2 
	Around 165 AC [The rise of Christianity]

When you go to the Fort, you overhear soldiers talking about the religion that is slowly spread throughout the Empire. Someone says they would like to join but are afraid to.
a. Why are the soldiers afraid to join this religion? Explain. 


	3
	Around 270 AC [Decline of the Western empire]

The Romans do not want to make their empire bigger in the northern region than the current border.
a. Trajectum is right on the border. What is the term for the border of the Roman empire?

Germanic tribes keep attacking the border region. The Romans decide to leave Trajectum and you join the army to go with them.
b. Why are you one of the few people who still joined the army? 


	4
	Around 312 AC [Constantine and the division of the empire]

You have become a soldier in the army of Constantine and suddenly need to fight with the Christian cross on your shield.
a. Why did Constantine change his religion?
b. What is the name of the new capital of the Roman Empire?



GO TO THE NEXT PAGE


	5
	Around 476 AC [The fall]

You fast forward another hundred years. You have been a Christian since 312 but only in 380, Christianity became of the official religion of the Roman Empire.

a. After emperor Theodosius the Great, the Roman Empire was split up in a western and eastern part. Explain how this happened. 
b. You think of your old town Trajectum. Who would be the ruler of that area in 476? 


	6
	Around 2023
You return to your own time and go back to Utrecht. It turns out that there now is a church build on the old Fort Trajectum! You are happy there is still a city on the place you left in 270.
a. For almost three hundred years, the Romans persecuted Christians. Why do you think that they did not succeed with this? 
b. Why do you think the Romans wanted to forbid Christianity in the first place?


	7
	Bonus
a. Write down the three phases of Christianity from last lesson.
b. Below there is a Slimste Mens puzzle. Each of the three phases matches four words. Match the words to the three phases you have listed above. 

	Kingdom

	Cult in Judaism
	Gentile

	Shields
	Religion
	Vision


	Saint Paul
	Bishop of Rome
	Easter


	Emperor
	Jesus of Nazareth
	Constantine





c. Make a Slimste Mens puzzle yourself. Choose three bold terms from paragraph 4.5. Write down the ones you have chosen. Decide which four words will describe each term and shuffle them into the puzzle format below.
	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	






