Napoleon - Enlightened or tyrannical? 
	
1. An important loss during Napoleon’s reign was the Haitian Revolution. In 1791, Toussaint Louverture led a slave rebellion in the French colony that was then-named Saint-Domingue. In 1801 Toussaint published a constitution in which he proclaimed himself governor-general for life and in which he abolished slavery. However, Saint-Domingue was France’s wealthiest colony so Napoleon sent troops under his brother-in-law to restore order, and to reinstate slavery. This failed as the French lost to Black and biracial people as well as white Europeans that managed to establish the independent state Haiti in 1804.


	
2. Alongside schools, Napoleon founded other important institutions that still exist today like military academies and a centralised university. Napoleon also founded the Bank of France, which assured businessmen loans at a reasonable rate. Slowly the economy revived and prosperity returned to France.
 

	
3. During his Egyptian campaign, Napoleon chose 167 scholars to join his army. He wanted this campaign to be of great importance, but not only in a military sense. Even though the French could not conquer Egypt over the British, Napoleon could have viewed the mission as successful. He namely founded the Institut d’Égypte, through which mathematicians, mapmakers and engineers studied mummies and temples and discovered the Rosetta Stone, which turned out to be the key to deciphering Egyptian hieroglyphics. This research is argued to be the creation of Egyptology as a field of study.






	
4. France abolished slavery in 1794 after the French Revolution, which meant that all enslaved people in their colonies were freed. Eight years later, in 1802, Napoleon reinstated slavery. At first, he promised that the freed people in the colonies would not be captured again and that he just sent troops to Guadeloupe and Saint-Domingue to restore order. Money however was more important to Napoleon and he broke his promise. After fights, the freed Black people of Guadeloupe were re-enslaved after eight years of freedom. Only in 1848, slavery was abolished again in the French Empire. 


	
5. In 1796, as a twenty-six-year-old general, Napoleon drove the Austrian army out of northern Italy. Anxious to broadcast his successes, he quickly started two newspapers. The articles were worshipful. “He flies like lightning, and strikes like thunder,” one report read. When Napoleon became emperor, he also made use other propaganda methods to paint a positive picture of himself.  


	
6. Napoleon both promoted science and reintroduced religion, putting Judaism, Protestantism and Catholicism on the same footing—not because he was religious but because he saw it as politically necessary.


	
7. Napoleon felt that he embodied the spirit of the Revolution through his rule. But he had no patience with those who demanded greater liberty. He crushed those who spoke out against him, making a sham of parliament and free elections. He also had a secret police that had eyes in every aspect of society through a large network of spies.



	
8. Napoleon forced the countries he had conquered to accept the new laws that he had created for France, undermining the centuries-old foundations of European civilisation. The monarchs of Europe gathered their armies against Napoleon. But time and time again, Austrian, Russian and Prussian troops were defeated by the citizen-soldiers of the French Republic.


	
9. Napoleon took over power because he was a military mastermind. He first named himself the first consul and then crowned himself emperor. Napoleon also reinstated the French aristocracy which had been abolished during the French Revolution.


	
10. On April 12, 1814, Napoleon was forced to abdicate his throne after allied Austrian, Prussian and Russian forces vanquished his army and occupied Paris. Banished into exile on Elba, he returned less than a year later to challenge the weak Bourbon king who had replaced him. Although he was welcomed by the people of France, the allies, now joined by England, once again dealt him a defeat. On June 22, 1815 he was forced to abdicate again.


	
11. Once French forces arrived at Cairo, Napoleon wanted to implement revolutionary changes. This included the establishment of street lighting and cleaning, a tax system with lower percentages for the Egyptian peasantry and the construction of modern hospitals. He also replaced the city’s feudalist system and founded councils. This all happened when the Directoire was still in power but Napoleon did this all on his own initiative.



	
12. The total number of civilian and military casualties attributed to Bonaparte varies, with some estimating 1.7 million deaths and others putting the figure as low as 600,000. Another historian says other estimates vary between three million and six million.


	
13. Today, many of the countries that were once conquered by Napoleon, still use legal structures based on his Civil Code. Herein, he abolished feudal privileges, unified laws and formed the basis of today’s civil law. Napoleon also created a structured, centralised government in France. Most importantly, the Civil Code established the equality of every man before the law. The Civil Code is still considered Napoleon’s greatest legacy because he spread the ideals of the French Revolution long after the end of his rule. 


	
14. Within three years of coming to power, Bonaparte completely reorganized France. He set in place a strong, centralized government with a tightly structured bureaucracy. He built new parks, bridges and quays along the Seine, as well as canals, reservoirs, and roads. 
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